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WEST LOTHIAN ACCESS FORUM

MINUTE OF THE MEETING HELD ON 26th March 2007 AT 4.00 PM AT COUNTY BUILDINGS, LINLITHGOW

“An independent statutory body set up to advise West Lothian Council on access issues under The Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 and on Rights of Way”

Present

Members

Andy Gibbs 


Chair

Peter Hawkins 

Sec.; Cyclist Touring Club / Spokes

Annie Taylor 


British Horse Society

Susan Falconer 

Pentland Hills Regional Park

James Gilmour

Woodland Trust

Jamie Smart 


NFUS

Morag Cadzow

SRPBA

John O'Keefe


Scottish Natural Heritage

Carol Campbell

Central Scotland Forest Trust

Derek Fairley


Lothian & Borders Police

Colin Ward 


Paths for All  Partnership

Clark Steele


Community Council Rep’

Ian Harris 


SROWAS

In attendance

John Sheldon 


WLC

David Oldham 

Access Officer, WLC

George Thomson 

Lowport Centre WLC

Tom Duncan 


Legal Services WLC

Mary Konik 


Ranger Service WLC

1. Apologies:

John Davidson, Craig Dinwoodie, Tom Inglis

New Members:

The Chairman introduced Ian Harris, standing in for John Davidson, and Morag Cadzow who replaces Andy Gibbs for SRPBA, and also becomes a member of the Steering Group. Pamela McMahon can no longer represent Tourism and a vacancy exists. 

2. Website

The minutes of the previous Forum meeting will now be put onto the website, along with the list of members and the mission statement.

3. Minutes of meeting of 11 Oct. 2006. 

The minutes were amended to include presence of Craig Dinwoodie (FC) and the spelling of John O'Keefe's name, then accepted as correct. A hard copy was signed by the Chair and will be kept on file.

4. Matters arising not covered by rest of agenda:

a) Quiet Roads Study:  there have been no further developments.

b) Farmyard access, Bathgate Hills – negotiations (JSm, JD) are still on-going.

c) Land Management Contracts: it has not yet been possible to arrange a meeting with a rep from SEERAD. Procedural difficulties with the contracts mean no new ones will be awarded for some time, possibly until autumn.

d) Murieston Trail challenge: thanks to intervention by the AO, the gate and planting have been removed, and the owner accepts that access rights apply along this route. DO has thanked the land owner for the removal of the gate, and has advised him to take no further action on any 'access plan' without more discussion.

5. Core Path Plan

a) Stage 2 response: copies of a 10-page Report from the consultant were tabled, and the Report was summarised by DO, who then outlined what the next stages would be. Comments from Forum members can still be made, and should be submitted by 6 April.

b) SEA: The Environmental Assessment is in preparation, and AG and JD attended a workshop (7 March) to develop this. It was noted that the impact of CPs will depend on the degree of promotion, which may be phased in. Signage has been effective in increasing use of the paths. AG raised the question of responsible access, giving as example the erosion of beech tree roots by mountain bikers in Beecraigs.

c) SNH response to Stage 2 CPN:

Members have received copies of a letter from SNH, pointing out some inadequacies in the proposed CPP, and the letter from the Council in reply, one of the issues being the extent to which financial restraints should limit the proposals. There was lengthy discussion on the issues, the outcome of which was to remit the Steering Group to examine the possibility to widen the coverage of the proposed network, taking account of routes and paths noted by the public during the consultations, but put into a 'deferred' category (for a longer-term strategy up to 2030). Meanwhile, SNH and WLC will meet next week to discuss the correspondence. 

Examples of CPPs from other neighbouring LAs were tabled for comparison.

An 11-page extract from the Executive's 'Guidance for LAs', comprising Sections 17 and 18, was also tabled.

6. AO Progress Report (verbal)

a) CCP upgrading work:

DO outlined the timetable, and noted the 6 overall stages, of which 4 are now complete. The issues now are to decide how the Plan will be presented, including maps and route descriptions, and taking account of the aim to make it user-friendly. Other departments of the Council will be called upon, including Graphics, and those dealing with the Local Plan. 

b) Projects for 2007-8: the limited budget will permit only one major project, renewal of a footbridge over the R Almond near Seafield. Smaller projects will include further signage of paths.

c) Development proposals and access: DO and other Forum members have attended meetings on the path network in the Winchburgh CDA., which is the furthest forward. The East Calder CDA is in its initial stages.

Airdrie-Bathgate Rail Link: meetings have continued, but the promoters have made few concessions. The new cycle-pedestrian path will be constructed first. Parliamentary approval is expected on 28 March.

Wester Inch, Bathgate: 3 developers are involved. A Master Plan seeks to ensure that access is joined-up throughout the site.

d) Challenges: the number of new challenges has tailed off – only 7 so far this year. A new Access Ranger will shortly be appointed, funded jointly by WLC and SNH, mainly to deal with the outstanding backlog of challenges. A comprehensive schedule of induction and training is in preparation for the new appointee.

e) Paths and Anti Social Behaviour: a Community Safety Committee Policy Report has been circulated to members. Briefly, the Council's policy will be to refuse local demands for path closures resulting from anti-social behaviour; instead, the behaviour itself will be tackled. The Forum commended this policy.

f) Rights of Way: as mentioned above, the Bathgate Hills farmyard negotiations are continuing; a response from the landowner is awaited.

An access near Tesco at Guildiehaugh, Bathgate, has been closed since Oct. 2005 and complaints have been received. Re-opening, however, has been recommended.

g) Round the Forth Route: a consultant is preparing a report on alternative routes across the Hopetoun Estate, and Forum User Groups have been consulted. The report, which is funded by the Executive via Sustrans, will also include costings, and possible future links to surrounding communities. One complication for a foreshore route is the nesting of shelduck, which is to be investigated. The report is due at end of April.

7. Joint Training Event, 25 April:

Preparations for this are well in hand. Deputy forum members have also been invited.

8. Minutes of Steering Group meetings: 

These have circulated to the Full Forum, for information. Any comments or requests for clarification should be directed to the Chair.

9. AOCB:

JSm asked that the issue of dog-fouling in connection with bio-security should be raised at the NAF, as a national issue.

Copies of a NFUS leaflet on access were tabled.

Likewise, a leaflet on paths on Whitrigg Bing.

10. Date of next meeting:

8th Oct., at 4pm, same venue.

The meeting closed at 1805 hours.

